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MISSION

To be the nucleus and hub of legal research and advanced 

studies in law in Nigeria.

OUR VISION

To be a world class institution that is the primary source of information,

 training and advice at the highest level of policy formulation on 

legal matters, effectively impacting on local and

international institutions in the development 

of law.

NIALS ENABLING ACT  

Commencement   Establishment of the Nigerian Institute 

of Advanced Legal Studies

(1)   There is hereby established an institute to be known as the Nigerian 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (in this Act referred to as “the 

Institute”) which shall have the functions assigned to 

it by this Act. 

(2)  The Institute shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession 

and a common  seal and may sue and be sued in its

 corporate name.  

       

, etc.MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL

(1) There shall be established for the management of the affairs of the 

Institute a body to be known as the Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal 

Studies Council (in this Act referred to as “the Council”) 

(2)  The Council shall consist of the following members, that is  

(a) a Chairman to be appointed by the President; 

(b) a representative of the Federal Ministry of Justice; 

c) a representative of the Federal Ministry charged 

wit responsibility for higher education; h 

(d) six Deans or Heads of Faculties, or other formations

MOTTO

Knowledge that makes the Difference.
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 of Nigerian Universities offering degree courses

 in law at not less than post-graduate level, to be 

appointed by the President; the Director-General 

of the Nigerian Law School; one member of the Judiciary 

nominated by the Chief Justice of Nigeria; the President of the 

Nigerian Bar Association; five persons of whom one shall be a woman 

to be appointed by the President; and the Director-General of the Institute.

(3) The provisions of the Schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect to 
the proceedings of the Council and the other matters 

therein mentioned.  
 

FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL
         (i)  Council shall be responsible for the determination of the overall policy 

    of the Institute and in particular for the financial and operational 
    programmes of the Institute and for ensuring implementation 

of such policies and programmes. 

(ii)  Without prejudice to the generality of subsection of this section, it shall 
be the duty of the Council to approve the research and training programmes 

of the Institute, determine the fees to be paid for research, consulting, 
training and any other services that may be offered by the Institute 

and promote or undertake any other activity that in 
the opinion of the Council is calculated to help 

achieve the purposes of the Institute. 

    NIALS ANTHEM
    Ever questioning,

    Ever Probing,
    Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies!

    Vision foretold by founding fathers,
    Ideas nurtured by patriotic fervor,
    Urging us to make the difference,

    And be the nucleus of legal studies,
    With passion and hope our mandate deliver,

    And be the best that we can be,
    A truly world class institution,

    Nigeria's law abode!  
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The two Director Generals and the Nigerian 

Ambassador to Romania extensively 
explored opportunities for Nigerian MDAs 
from the European Union.

The decision was reached on the 3rd of 
June, 2022 in Abuja during a strategic 
partnership meeting held between The 
Director General of NIALS, Professor 
Muhammed T. Ladan, PhD, Nigerian 
Ambassador to Romania, Dr. Safiya 
Ahmad and the Director General of NAPTIP, 
Dr. Fatima Waziri-Azi.

Also present at the meeting were the NIALS 
Director Council Affairs, Mr Danjuma Tagni, 
Special Assistant to the DG NIALS on 
monitoring and compliance/Head of 
Department Private and Property Law, 
A s soc ia te  P ro fe s so r  (D r. )  E r uaga 
Osatohanmwen O. 

The Nigerian Institute of Advanced 
Legal Studies is set to collaborate with 
the National Agency for the Prohibition 

of Trafficking in Persons (NAPTIP) on issues 
regarding Migration, Development and 
Secur i ty  i ssues (especial ly  human 
trafficking, smuggling of migrants and 
refugees).

NIALS-NAPTIP PARTNERSHIP

RD 3  JUNE, 2022 
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he Director General of Nigerian Institute Tof Advanced Legal Studies, Professor 
M u h a m m e d  Ta w fi q  L a d a n ,  P h D 

participated at the opening session of the Three 
(3) Day Capacity Building Workshop on 
Freedom of Expression and Safety of 
Journalist, and Access to Information for 
Judges of States High Court Phase one (1) for 
Northern zones at Bolton White Hotel, Abuja 
from 7th – 9th June, 2022.

The representative of the Officer in charge 
UNESCO Regional Office Abuja, Anene-
Maidoh Magdalene in her opening remark 
noted that UNESCO is the only UN Agency 
that allows free flow of information. She 
disclosed that the Judiciary has a key role to 
play in the protection of journalists especially 
as the general elections are fast approaching, 
and appreciated NIALS for the collaboration 
and the Judges for taking out time to 

participate in the workshop.

Professor Muhammed Tawfiq Ladan said Judges 
should strike a balance between protecting the 
rights of the journalists and upholding the rule 
of law, as well as the right of others. 

The Honorable Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister for Justice, Abubakar 
Malami, SAN represented by Umar Mohammed, 

Japan Ambassador to Nigeria, Matsunaga 
Kazuyoshi reminded participants, the 
importance of legal professionals to 
understand their universal values, as well as 
playing their appropriate roles. Mr Kazuyoshi 
maintained that there is need to protect 
journalists and that the judicial actors have  
key role to play, as the workshop is timely for 
Nigeria, they intend to hold their general 
elections next year.

UNESCO-NIALS –JAPANESE EMBASSY

TH- TH7  - 9  JUNE, 2022 
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The Chief Justice of the Federation, 
Honorable Justice, Dr. Tanko Muhammad, 
i n  h i s  k e y n o t e  s p e e c h  w e l c o m e d 
participants to the training, and stated that 
the workshop is coming at a very important 
period in Nigeria with the general elections 
around the corner.

A member of NIALS Governing Counsil, 
Chief Adegboyega Awomolo, SAN stated 
that freedom is at risk where the press is not 
safe and secure. 

Director of Public Prosecutions, Federal 
Ministry of Justice appreciated UNESCO and 
NIALS for putting the training together at the 

time that Nigeria is preparing for the general 
elections. He stated that freedom of expression 
is vital to promote human rights in Nigeria. 

The Honorable Minster of Information, Lai 
Mohammed represented by the Director, 
National Press Council, Sunday Baba said that 
he is pleased with UNESCO for organizing the 
capacity building workshop for the Judges and 
the media. He believes that the capacity 
building workshop will afford the Judges the 
opportunity to give fair judgement while sitting 
on matters of the media.

Justice Dupe Atoki of ECOWAS Court 
maintained that the freedom of expression is 
a fundamental human right and issues on 
freedom of expression sits well in the legal 
arm of ECOWAS.

Chris Isiguzo, President Nigerian Union of 
Journalists in his remark maintained that 
Journalists are endangered species, and that 
no democracy can survive without press 
freedom. He appreciated UNESCO for 

organizing the workshop, as it will create 
awareness on the plight of journalist in 
Nigeria.
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TH TH14  - 17  JUNE, 2022 

The Director General of Nigerian Institute of 
Advanced Lega l  S tud ies,  P ro fes so r 
Muhammed T. Ladan's, PhD in his address 
which was read by the Director of Research, 
Professor Animi  Sylvanus-Pepple stated that 
the workshop is geared towards enhancing 
Judges knowledge of international and 
regional standards on freedom of expression 
and the attendant restrictions applicable to 
freedom of expression of journalists. The DG 

a s s e r t e d 
t h a t  t h e 
workshop is 
des igned 
to include 
c a s e 

studies and presentations which will elicit 
d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  e n h a n c e  j u d g e s 
understanding of fundamental issues that are 
pertinent to the development of the Nigerian 
Judicial system. Professor Ladan expressed 
his delight on the Institutes collaboration with 
UNESCO in providing a veritable platform for 
the robust discussion, and encouraged 
participants to participate at the workshop.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and Nigerian 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (NIALS) 
organized Phase 2 of  an In-person Capacity 
Building Training Workshop on Freedom of 
Expression and Safety of Journalists for High 
Court Judges in Nigeria from 14th – 17th June, 
2022 at The Dover Hotel, Lekki Phase 1, Lagos.

The representative of the Officer in charge 
UNESCO Regional Office Abuja, Anene-
Maidoh Magdalene in her opening remark 
noted that the Judiciary plays an essential 
role in the protection of freedom of 
expression, access to information and in 
ensuring the safety of journalist. 

The Honorable Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister for Justice, Abubakar 
Malami, SAN represented by the Special 
Assistant on Media and Public Relations, Dr. 
Umar J. Gwandu appreciated UNESCO and 
NIALS for putting the training together in both 
Abuja and Lagos. He stated that the 
government of Nigeria, pledges to support 
the initiative towards ensuring that freedom of 
expression and safety of Journalists is 
adhered to in Nigeria. The HAGF called upon 
the participants to participate actively in the 
capacity building workshop as the office of 
the HAGF awaits recommendations from the 
workshop to enhance the making of people 
oriented policies in the country.

UNESCO-NIALS –WORKSHOP
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NSIL was founded in 1968 by the Late Justice Taslim Olawale Elias with the 
objective to study, dissemination and advancement of Public and Private 
International Law, Comparative Law and Institutions, International 
Relations, and related subjects. NSIL in pursuit of its objectives has 
promoted researches, encouraged publ ications, organizes 
Conferences, Seminars and Colloquia.

Nigeria Society of International Law (NSIL) has admitted Nigerian Institute 
of Advanced Legal Studies and our Director General, Professor 
Muhammed T. Ladan, PhD as member of the society in accordance with 
its provincial constitution.

NIGERIA SOCIETY OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

June 20th every year is a day set aside by 

the United Nations to create awareness on 

the plight of refugees around the world.

Professor Muhammed Tawfiq Ladan, PhD,  

The Director General of Nigerian Institute of 

Advanced Legal Studies was a keynote 

speaker at the 2022 World Refugee Day 

held at the American corner, Ikeja, Lagos 

state on Monday, 27th June, 2022.

The Executive Governor of Lagos state, His 

Excellency, Babajide Sanwo-Olu was one 

of the dignitaries at the event.

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2022

TH27  JUNE, 2022 
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ST21  JUNE, 2022 

T
he Director General of Nigerian Institute of 

Advanced Legal Studies, Professor 

Muhammed T. Ladan, PhD appreciates all 

management staff, resource persons and staff 

for participating in the sensitization workshop on 

Digitalization of files and records for Lagos and 

Abuja held on 21st -22nd June, 2022.

DIGITALIZATION OF FILES AND RECORDS

NIALS NEW PUBLICATIONS
Digital Economy            &            Waste To Wealth

ND22  JUNE, 2022 

The Director General of Nigerian Institute 

of Advanced Legal Studies, Professor 

Muhammed T. Ladan, PhD acknowledged 

and approved the invitation from Nigerian 

Bar Association dated 21st June, 2022 for 

lawyers in the Institute to participate in the 

62nd Annual General Conference slated to 

hold from 19th to 26th August, 2022 at Eko 

Atlantic City, Lagos state, Nigeria.

2022 NBA CONFERENCE
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TH27   JUNE, 2022 

WHAT IT MEANS TO SEEK SAFETY?

BEING A GUEST LECTURE DELIVERED
By

PROFESSOR MUHAMMED TAWFIQ LADAN,
Professor of Law/Director General 

NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES

AT A SYMPOSIUM MARKING THE WORLD REFUGEE DAY 2022

HELD IN LAGOS STATE AMERICAN CORNER, IKEJA, ON 
THMONDAY 27  JUNE 2022

ORGANISED BY THE UN HIGH COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 

REFUGEES, MIGRANTS AND IDPS

T
his years' World Refugee Day, focuses on 
the right of everyone (whoever they are, 
whe reve r  they  come f rom and 

whenever they are forced to flee) to seek for 
SAFETY, meaning for their survival and 
human dignity and for protection from 
violent conflicts, persecution, wars, human 
rights violations and natural disasters. 
Because refugees are a vulnerable group of 
persons (including children, women, the 
aged and disabled men and women) their 
safety equally means, protecting them 
against all forms of discrimination, abuse, 
exploitation, exclusion and disadvantaged 
in the course of their dangerous journeys 
across the land and sea to reach a new 
homeland for both safety and a better life or 
future.

The right is fundamental to an Asylum-Seeker, 
who having left his/her country, but has not 
yet received a decision on his or her asylum 
claim/application for refugee status, is 
afforded protection and ensured that 
solutions to the problems of refugees can be 
pursued.

Until the refugee status claim is determined, 

Your Excellency and Distinguished Audience, 
permit me to underscore 3 key elements that 
make seeking safety by Asylum-Seekers and 
Refugees meaningful.

FIRST, is the protection of the basic rights of 
Asylum-Seekers/Refugees:- Guaranteed by 
both International Human Rights and 
Refugee Laws (especially the 1951 UN 
Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol 
and the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention) that 
the right to seek and enjoy asylum (as a form 
of protection or security available to anyone 
at risk of serious harm or danger in their home 
country, who must leave behind everything 
they've ever known in search of safety in 
another country, sometimes as close as few 
kilometers across the border, or as long as 
crossing international boundaries and high 
seas), is critical for protecting Refugees.

Introduction
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TH27   JUNE, 2022 

As a first step towards local integration, self-
sufficiency in catering for their basic needs 
such as food, education, housing and 
healthcare, also contributes to the 
implementation of durable solution later 
on.

When Refugees (who fled their home 
country to another country) seek asylum, 
the assumption is that they would be given 
protection/security, because it is too 
dangerous to their lives and freedom for 
them to be forced to return home. 
Accordingly, persons seeking safety are 
entitled to safe access to national borders 
and to be accepted when they arrive at 
ports of entry.

NB:- The reason being that THE PEOPLE 
FORCED TO FLEE ARE NOT THE PROBLEM: – 
Rather, the causes for the fleeing and the 
weak, poor, inadequate or non-existent 
national responses to the causes are.

THIRD/LASTLY, Your Excellency, the 
Executive Governor of Lagos State, I 
think the choice of Lagos as a Refugee-
Friendly State/City is Apt for 3 reasons:- In 
my view, Lagos is a land of opportunities 
for al l  without discr imination for 
decades; Lagos as a fact not only has a 
warm climate, but also a government 
and residents who are worm to visitors 
and foreigners pursuing legitimate 
business, and by extension, conductive 
enough to accommodate asylum-
seekers and refugees in accordance 
with Nigeria's treaty obligations and 
Nigerian Laws.

In conclusion, no one is safe until we are 
all safe. And no one should be left 
behind, whoever they are, wherever 
they come from and whenever they are 
fo rced to  f lee f rom danger  o f 
persecution, human rights violations, 
wars, violent confl icts or natural 
disasters.

Finally, voluntary repatriation of refugees 
should take place wholly on a voluntary 

basis and in conditions of safety and 
dignity as it remains the durable solution 
sought by many refugees, though its 
implementation is complex.

SECOND, is the fact that protecting people 
forced to flee is a collective global 
responsibi l i ty  and a Const i tut ional 
Obligation in Nigeria under section 14(2)(b) 
on the primary purpose of government to 
promote the security and welfare of ALL 
PEOPLE.

the asylum-seeker is 
en t i t l ed  to  no t  be 
returned, according to 

the principle of non-
refoulement, and entitled to 

benefit from respect for human dignity and 
humane treatment, enjoy the right to 
freedom from discrimination on grounds of 
race, sex, political opinion, religion or 
nationality.

 

Like all of us, refugees are complex and 
unique human beings, made up of 
i n n o v a t i v e  s k i l l s ,  c r e a t i v i t y , 
entrepreneurship, knowledge, experience, 
team spirit, resilience in character, talented 
and passionate characteristics, needing 
the promotion of self-sufficiency and local 
integration in asylum countries. 
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TH28  JUNE, 2022 

Also present during the welcome visit were Associate 
Professor (Dr.) Eruaga Osatohanmwen, Dr. Fatima 
Bello and Dr. Nkiruka Maduekwe

On Tuesday, 28th June, 2022, The Director General of 
Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Professor 
Muhammed T. Ladan, PhD played host to Dr. MA Mensa 
Bonsu, self-sponsored short term visiting Research Fellow 
of the Law School, London School of Economics and 
Political Science, United Kingdom at the NIALS Abuja 
office.

The ICRC supports the teaching of humanitarian 
law and principles, promoting respect for the life 
and dignity of people affected by conflict and 
violence.

The Annual  ICRC sponsored National 
International Humanitarian Law Teacher's 
workshop for University Teachers held at Reitz 
Continental Hotel, Abuja from 29th – 30th June, 
2022.The Director General of Nigerian Institute 

of Advanced Legal Studies, Professor 
M u h a m m e d  T.  L a d a n ,  P h D  o n 

Wednesday, 29th June, 2022 joined the Head of 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) Delegation to Nigeria and ECOWAS, 

NIALS staff as well as Law Teachers/ Professors 
from about thirty (30) Law faculties at a 
workshop to mark the 25th Anniversary of the 
workshop series.

LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS

TH29  JUNE, 2022 
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TH30  JUNE, 2022 

NIALS 
NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED LEGAL STUDIES

NIALS JOURNAL OF BUSINESS LAW (NJBL)

CALL FOR ARTICLES



ABUJA OFFICE:
Supreme Court of Nigeria Complex, Three Arms Zone, 
PMB 385, Garki, Abuja. 
www. nials.edu.ng, info@nials.edu.ng
Contact: 08100363602

LAGOS OFFICE
University of Lagos Complex, PMB 12820, Akoka Lagos State.
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